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NEWS RELEASE

Wrapping Gifts, Opening Worlds: Girl Scouts Turn Holiday
Cheer into Global Opportunity

HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA (November 10, 2025) — This holiday season, shoppers in Huntington Beach
can add a little extra purpose to their presents. The Girl Scouts of Orange County’s Global Action
Team (GAT) is hosting its annual Gift Wrapping for a Cause events at Old World Village Holiday
Market and Bella Terra Shopping Center, offering festive gift wrapping and joyful community connection
and a chance to support life-changing travel opportunities for local girls.

The series begins with a special Media Day on Sunday, November 16, followed by public wrapping
days December 13-14 and December 19-24, 2025. Gift wrapping will be available during market hours,
with final times posted on the Bella Terra and Old World event webpages.

At each location, shoppers can stop by the Girl Scouts’ booth to have their gifts wrapped by enthusiastic
volunteers and Girl Scouts from across Orange County. The booths will also feature information about Girl
Scout domestic and international travel programs, meet-and-greets with traveling Girl Scouts, and
opportunities to learn how the organization fosters global awareness and leadership through hands-on
experiences.

While the gift wrapping service is complimentary, donations are encouraged, with 100% of proceeds
supporting Girl Scout travel programs. These funds help provide financial assistance for middle and high
school Girl Scouts pursuing progressive travel experiences—ranging from domestic adventures to
international cultural exchanges—that expand their confidence, curiosity, and understanding of the world.

“Travel is one of the most transformational experiences we offer our older Girl Scouts,” said Shellie
Massick, Life Skills Manager, Girl Scouts of Orange County. “These gift wrapping events not only
spread holiday cheer but also help make life-changing travel opportunities accessible to more girls.”

The Global Action Team (GAT) is a volunteer-led council initiative specializing in global citizenship,
international friendship, and expanding girls’ worldviews through transformative travel experiences that
might otherwise be out of reach. Team members mentor Girl Scouts through progressively challenging
travel experiences that promote independence, leadership, and cultural understanding.

Throughout the holiday season, 20-35 Girl Scouts will participate in the event series, rotating through
roles as gift wrappers, greeters, and travel ambassadors. In addition to raising funds, the experience gives
girls the chance to develop valuable skills in communication, budgeting, and customer service, all while
engaging with their community in a festive, purposeful way.

“‘When | travel with Girl Scouts, | get to meet new people, learn independence, and see the world in new
ways,” shared Sarah K., a Girl Scout Senior. “Wrapping gifts helps more girls explore places they’ve
never been before.”
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“Girl Scout travel builds confidence, global citizenship, and leadership,” added Addy Lerner, GAT
Volunteer. “This event is a simple way for families to support a girl’s journey toward independence.”

Shoppers can find the Girl Scout Gift Wrapping booths at:
o Old World Village Holiday Market — 7561 Center Avenue #50, Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(inside the holiday market area)
o www.christmasmarketoc.com

o Bella Terra Shopping Center — 7777 Edinger Avenue, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 (near REI,
Kohl’'s, and Barnes & Noble)
www.bellaterra-hb.com/event/33090-complimentary-qgift-wrapping-at-bella-terra

For those interested in learning more about Girl Scout travel, volunteering, or supporting future
adventures, visit www.girlscoutsoc.org/travel or www.girlscoutsoc.org
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About Girl Scouts of Orange County

We are 25,000 strong — 15,000 girls and 10,000 volunteers and adult members who bring girls’ dreams to life
and work together to build a better world. Through programs reaching girls in every zip code in Orange County,
Girl Scouts of all backgrounds and abilities can be unapologetically themselves as they discover their strengths
and rise to meet new challenges—whether they climb to the top of a tree or the top of their class, lace up their
boots for a hike or advocate for climate justice, or make their first best friends. Backed by trusted adult
volunteers, mentors, and thousands of alums, Girl Scouts lead the way as they find their voices and take action
to affect the issues most important to them. To join, volunteer, or support Girl Scouts of Orange County,

visit www.girlscoutsoc.org.



http://www.christmasmarketoc.com/
https://www.bellaterra-hb.com/event/33090-complimentary-gift-wrapping-at-bella-terra
https://www.girlscoutsoc.org/travel
https://www.girlscoutsoc.org/
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org/

